Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

February 27, 2006
7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman.  Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Elizabeth Bergsma, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Judd Wilson were present.
Staff Present:  Attorney Nancy Ivarinen, Clerk-Treasurer Nancy Allen and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

Audience Members Signed In:  Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Fabrick, Doug Gates, Don Payne and Jean Johnson.
Scheduled Presentations:

Flood and Hydroelectric History:  Dan Berenetson, Communications Director for Skagit County, presented the Council members and the Mayor with a book entitled Skagit River Floods, Volume IV, Concrete Herald, 1920 - 1970.  It is a collection of articles pertaining to the flood history of the area.  Larry Kunzler spoke on Charles M. Dwelley, former editor of the Concrete Herald.  He presented a booklet containing a tribute to Mr. Dwelley to the Council members and Mayor.  Mr. Kunzler proposed a plaque be placed on the bridge with a quote from Mr. Dwelley.  Mr. Kunzler received the Council’s blessing to seek donations for the plaque.  Commissioner Ted Anderson pledged $50.00.  Commissioner Anderson gave accolades to Larry and Joseph Kunzler on the work they did on the flood history project.
Public Safety:  Council member Judd Wilson reported an incident he had witnessed at Silo Park.  He was told by the Sheriff that they could not do anything because they didn’t see the incident.  Council member Elizabeth Bergsma reported that there had been several break-ins in the downtown area recently.  Mayor Billman reported  he was informed that checking fingerprints could take up to six months.  Commissioner Anderson will check on that issue.  Commission Anderson reported he had told Sheriff Grimstead that the Sheriff’s Department needed more community visibility in the area.  Discussion ensued on the meth problem in the county and the state.  Commissioner Anderson is proposing a forum in Town.  Mayor Billman reported that a lot of citizens have expressed interest in participating in a Community Watch program.
HDR:  Bob Powell reported that the CTED grant has been forwarded to the Finance Committee.  The Town should get an invitation to apply in the next week.  Mr. Powell stated that HDR would be willing to support the plaque on the bridge.
The Mayor requested that Old Business be moved up in the agenda.

Old Business: 

Cable Television Franchise:  Bob Lam, Business Manager with Millennium, addressed the Council concerning renewing the franchise contract.  He reported that Millennium has filed a letter of intent to sell to Wave Broadband.  Any franchise agreement would be transferred with the sell.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Lam will amend the sample contract to include a Public Education Government Channel and broadband access when available for the Town.  The contract will be in the next Council packet.
Consent Agenda: Mike Criner made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Judd Wilson seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings:  None
Public Participation:  
Don Payne stated he was pleased with the Mayor and Council and their support of the Main Street merchants.  He reported that he felt the streets are not being swept and kept up as should be.  He felt that the merchants needed to be educated on taking care of the sidewalk.  He also stated that he felt the public restrooms should be kept open year round.  The Mayor responded that the street sweeper was currently broken and that he will take it up with Public Works to set a schedule for street sweeping.  Discussion ensued on the public restrooms.  The matter will be considered during the fall budget workshops.  Council member Jack Mears stated there were several junk yards in Town that also needed to be cleaned up.  The Mayor requested Council member Mears file a written request for action with the Town.
New Business: 
Proposed Waterline Extension:  Dave McLaughlin with Skagit Surveyors and Engineers was present representing property owner Donald Gerard.  Mr. Gerard would like to extend the Town’s waterline to provide water to existing and proposed lots on Concrete Sauk Valley Road.  The developer would pay for the extension.  The property is in Concrete’s Coordinated Water System Plan.  The Town has the right to provide water but is not required to do so.  Mr. McLaughlin was requesting the Council grant Mr. Gerard the right to use Town water for the development.  Public Works Director Alan Wilkins was against the idea.  Town Engineer Bob Powell supported the idea.    Discussion ensued.  Jack Mears made a motion to accept the addition to the water system.  Mike Criner seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Surplus Copier:  Nancy Allen presented a resolution to surplus a copier currently assigned to Public Works.  The copier no longer works and is not repairable.  Judd Wilson made a motion to accept the resolution and to destroy the copier.  Mike Criner seconded.  Resolution 2006-02 carried unanimously.
Interim Ordinance Amending Residential Zoning Code:  Don Payne, Planning Commissioner, explained that there had been a request for a Bed and Breakfast permit.  The Town does not currently have zoning for this.  The proposed interim ordinance would make such a permit available until the zoning was permanently updated.  Mike Criner made a motion to accept the interim ordinance.  Judd Wilson seconded.  Interim Ordinance 584 carried unanimously.
Council Reports:  

Airport:  Jack Mears reported that Lawrence Mitchell and Robert Porter would like to transfer their lease on Lot #0 to Steve Bolan.  Judd Wilson made a motion to allow the transfer.  Mike Criner seconded.  The motion carried with Jack Mears recusing himself.  Mr. Mears reported that Ted and Betty Hendrickson would like to add their son Steve to their lease.  Mike Criner made a motion to accept the addition to the lease.  Judd Wilson seconded.  The motion carried with Jack Mears recusing himself.  Mr. Mears reported that he had looked at the santicans that are for sale.  He recommended purchasing the santicans for use at special events.  Discussion ensued.  Mike Criner made a motion to purchase the santicans.  Judd Wilson seconded.  The motion carried with 3 for, Marla Reed against and Jack Mears recusing himself.  Mr. Mears reported that he and the Mayor are working on a grant to pay for surveying the airport.
Department Reports:

Planning Commission Report:  Nancy Allen presented the application of Jason Miller for Planning Commissioner.  The Planning Commission recommends approval of Mr. Miller.  Mike Criner made a motion to accept Jason Miller as a new Planning Commissioner.  Elizabeth Bergsma seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Administration/Finance Report:  Nancy Allen reported that the Town had a new web page design at townofconcrete.com.  Mayor Billman expressed thanks to John Rantschler for the work he did on the previous web page.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins reported that he would look in to options for heating the public restrooms.  Mr. Wilkins further reported that a new water rule was released in December 2005.  It gives the Town 12 years to begin metering all accounts.  Department of Health will help in finding funding.  Mr. Wilkins asked the Council to authorize Mr. Powell to seek the funding.  There was a consensus of the Council to proceed.
Mayors Report:  Mayor Billman reported that a decision should be made tomorrow on the Town’s grant application for a wood chipper.
Announcements:  None
Executive Session:  None.

Adjournment:  Mike Criner made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Judd Wilson seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 9:58 pm.

_________________________

_________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor


Attest:  Nancy K. Allen, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Nancy K. Allen
February 27, 2006
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